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The ..Tdifri Pi' S/QL^K La: *T5aa ro suits of th;Ii. whole '^y^nizing' swindle 
and fijia-;lin£ ? ,U.on F ; came the Uaaie and took ^war the rectories and 1 Aryanized' 
them* Then cfc.e th« war and tho factories filed up paper profits, whil.i the 
* machines wore out and coulO not be re placed . Than ca,iKi the Allied bobbers GtiA 
knocked out the factories* Then caac the Weliraacht and looUd what was left. 
Mow there la no tiling but a&h©S and ruinj and rubble, Herr Z, shook his h<-ad 

it 

Thus a pake not Zarathuntra but a certain ib rr Z* of AACfrJElN, a mil who ought 
to know ail about "this wholfc Aryaniziue swindle", for as an official 
Treuhaender (custodian of Jewish property) lis h-jlp^d to put it across* [lis 
brief sketch of life under the Third ifrlch cm bi~ iillgd in by repurUi on the 
town of 5T0L3ERG> which present a fairly \\ -t^,iiL' Liv, picture of what happ*n«d 
in the camaunitias of 7/o stern GeiTCkj^y during fcbc final phase of ftasi control. The 
majority of people ru number this as a period when evt.-rybotlj with a uniform 
seemed to be ordering about L j v*-rybocjv witnout a unifom, and the result was a 
"buzzing, blooiriin^ confusion", It was never quite clear to the people* who was 
to ^ j o when anu who was to stay where. The Scire riaar U d t n oruera wera regarded 
by some as a huge "pain", by others as an absurd "busy-work" sampaiga* In 
either case- characteristic Genua: i ei'fici.jir.y w&a remarfcabli by its I bsence* 
Occasionally the police, knowing the fc could n- ver find feem l# day, would rout 
out their next quota of workers in the ;,iic:Ul- ol j tn; nine, At, this :<jint in 
interrogations nurierous instance:? arc citeu by the native a, LrOnutiiiies rather 
bitt: rjy, of 3chanaarbr.it or turning up at tho designated iim and place , waiting 
an hour or j.iore fur aowe official to appear with directions, then disgustedly 
rcturnon* boob, Qnd the 83 assembled the lir-y^r old t roup Gft "volunteers" 
and inarched them off to "di M , dig, dig 11 , Li*o Suoia-Whito ' s little dwarfs, the 
Children started off on the day's work whist ling gSijty# ShW they wsre locked 
into a barracks that ni^t, however, they suddenly rai.iajrburee that teum bad said 
to be hocie before dark* They raised such a racket that the :nan in charge opened 
the doors, whar&upon all the kida scattered, Snqm Were enticed bad: with ftm-st 
sandwiches, but eveu these ran away hoiLi*. a^ain aftor t.u Vvir_a_t wua Wttofli 

Siifillar confusion waj cau,: .a ': v v evacuation, Uost inloiinants a^rcie that no 
order for evacuation wae iesued ay the vovurnitie-nl, but that local Party officials 
tried to enforce it on thz±r own (this is r-n interest!-^ opinion, sine touleit&r 
GRDHE did, £a fact, itsue a fii'ia evacuation oroer) , f&tim* Jiotic-^s w*re 
ported directing v/oaen, children, ane old people to le;:ve on special trains. 
Usually, however, one arrived at the platform to find the train leaded with 
Party officials, Lheir wives and fa&iiles, Ine reaielt, according to tht. M,a, 
Officer in 3TQLHERG, waa that on^v on^-tiiiru of the ponudation evacuated - these 
mainly the Party people *bout oria- third :nov d into oLher nearby cojiTiunit ies 
temporarily or took to the v;oode - tiu.S'... roaixily the peopl-r who r..ar.e refining 
in the to?,n while it was involved in coubat op: rations, TiiL fiml ono-third 
rcjTk-inL.d in town throughout ~ these jnainly thu p*:oplt who, for a variety of 
reasons, considered evacuation a less desirable f.dternativ-.. fabftd re;minin- under 
Alli-d occupation. 
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The estimate seaas reliable, for the figure of 6,000 is roughly 

om-third of the eetioatad normal population of £5,000* &a fact that the 
Nazi ovacuat d #ti£L the tirdd and inert r^jain^d behind was reflected in the 
earliest interrogations conducted in STOLHEtilS, for the chiaf iuipreseion gained 
was o£ e peopl coiaple tely over^ae by apathy ana inert!" , uLvrLilLi. tu -^press 
an opinion and unable to take a step in an^ dir action unless specifically 
ordered by authority. Ebo Ximin fact confronting the people was simply that for 
thim the* unu* was over, ,apJ ths most iciportaiit jae&ninj of tiiis fact m^s that thej 
dio not have to strain dry after day cither to obey the Scl .a n^ar u ei to n and 
Evacuation orders or to evade thoja* As the shock of occupation wore off, and 
the Military Govoniurait policy of t'sclf— help* ta^an to oalcr. increasing demands 
upon the..., the citizenry bestirred themselves. Food conditions in STOUDEECI- 
w*rt- probably worue than in oth-.r German toVina* Since food was (an-i is) the 
most pressing problem, a co;.Taur.ai liitcheu was started, which dispenses one lite; 
of thick soup ana a half-pound of bread par person per day for 0 ( 2Q RM, The 
water supply and sewage— disposal plants were put into operation. Tut local 
hospital, staffed by Germans, be^on to function and cv-jn the two local banks 
opened their doors for business. Tfihile raich rcraaina to be aona in OTQLEO£/ s 
a recent stuffr reveals that Wit wheel has come nearly full circle from the 
coniplutc confusion preceding occupation and the neurological near-paralysis 
immediately following occupation to current fifeggip&»ilpe en l£**a«B .rtivrnu-s even 
in political mtt Of the 3# residents polled, a M^ttf of the men favorer' 

an inet.i^iid.nt RHINELAND, while a flubctantlal proportion of the wm/;..n opposed it 
A large umjuiity Ofpjs.d the Catholic Churci glajTOg a ttsi* iH politics; tnc 
population is itself r.ainly Catholic, the local #ov. rru-ierit und^r American 
occupation was not girded as tti&ty t pr.auLtativo, chi:-fly because of 
inadequate rcpres .utatioii of the workers and lower middle classes. Because of 
the limit ud nur/li^r polled thus far these results should rue be given hi^h 
credence 4 
i 

This highly cond^ns d version of what has happened to the population of 
STOLB&hG euring fcitf past four months does not apply in all details to other 
towns in the occupied areas (nor, jaore particular^ is it t r^lir.blc guide to 
what we jn-j find jji areas not yet nccupi'.o, ff}y re tac Party has led a tetter 
opportunity to organise and execute its plans). But it ooes represent, in 
general outline, the pattern which life has followed in several other towns, 
now under Allied control, frois tiw i^at we^ks before ws moved in till the 
present iim* IWtt in be it noted, wliich lesr than a inonth^a^p 

iinpreesed wost observers as a "jhoet twin" with a beaten and diapiritcd 
populatiun, tli^ru arc alrea^ indications of a reawakened pulitical intvrost, 
The local acfekinis tratioaj vniich l63J.te.ry GoveriUite.it turned to as a t^/.^rary 
expedient to start th-j process of "sclf-hclpif filing, is in the hands of a 
Catholic ^roup (Zentrur. Party), Protect from orsaniseq croups furUcr to the 

(Deinflcrats, Social-Ikj^crats, Comijniflts) has ali^ady bean heard ano it 
may be anticipated that thus, will grow louder. 

First reports from the 7th Amy ciouthem f ^nt pictura a reception on the 
Whole quite warm, thourh perlmpa with a certain ^Osatlan reserve, 1^. pr.rt, it 
iett&j this my be attributed to Aflied fai_-^e to provide fla^s, lii 
STTLnSBOURG, the reception Boom to have been ttta^nifiomt, A crowd of Reicha- 
Quiitsch civilians b^i^g marclvod off by the local Resistance members, 

whil;- a local inhabitant gave interrogator warning about how to handle the 
Gormens : "Be careftiL when you ^et to (Jcaa^aayi Mistrust them all* 
Ruecksichtlcs snuesito 3iu sein, i-uocksichtl^ ! (You must b- ruthless, 
ruthl'-ss i) Hah I They arc all Ilaeds. They still have this crasy faith in 
Hitler. A Qomsm pogiwflt will march 2k hourt on a cup of colo coffe-, lour 
men wouldn't do that*'- the English multii^t do it ,f + 



£i) The G'-X.iei'i Combat Zone. 

Although the Party has been fJiprovin,] its organisation of life just behine 
the lines, there is go** evidence that the proble,^ ta.y faced during the U#% 
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weeks of STOLBEftG have not yet been couple tt-ly so^vd ,it, iri th , nature of the 
case, Eire they likely to be, The need to use all available manpower for 
industrial production, agricultures, digging, and Volkssturm is complicated by 
at least thr.e major factors - Allied boL.biiu:, transport shortages, and 
wacuatioiii 

The effect of bombing is indicated by a report £ - I British An^y, which 
includes the following P/Sf account ; In the vill:. oJ MAWKKEMj cliiiLJiv^i from 
the aflc of 10 were required to participate in the i>L .in > aiou, with their 
elders • While working near the railway traces, these people cuiie iinu^r k 
strong iUii^d attack upon the railroad line, '."non the smoke had cleared, three,, 
of the younger children were found dead. This incident caused great excitement 
in the village and the people cursed the Pi;rty for ordering little children to 
work on military installations* Tho noxt rarninr: fOi-iiii s refused to sold 
their cliUdr^Ti to the community difigin£, whereupon the Maais sent armed guards 
to collect them. On th^ foLLowing day, accordi-% ■• to P/w» the Qrtstoruppeiileittr 
of the village found a pile of discarded Naai insl.;nias, banners, aiubands and 
unifonas in front of his door# 

But the effect of Allied boobing, by itself, is not the ggfefttoat problem 
the Niizis have to face* Liaucquaic transportation and evacuation are, for thaa f 
even graver probltjns. For here the Naais are faced with a dilemma which cannot 
tc solved by slipping between the horns* Among tho reasons wiiy the Party 
insists upon evacuation, particularly in the riUHR, is tlr. Lupo visibility of 
supplying the requirements of a lar^e population with the inaee Tuace trmisport 
facilities available. But the very same transport shortage is the chitjf reason 
for the failures of evacuation to dcte* It has not been possible to organise 
an efficient evacuation with the number of trains available for this purpos-, 
and since the Parti loons on have usually crabbed the aw.il able transport for 
their facdlies and belongings, the others iiave had to jo by foot (occasionally 
by truck} with an allowance of 30 lbs, for personal bclonjinrjs- Kith the 
prospect of being stranded on the road and strafed, or reaching a strange and 
hostile town where the hun£iy st<ar*ach rumblos in Luno with the jellied bombers 
(these are the alternatives presented by .^any who actunlly evaded evacuation 
for these reasons), it is natural that many are r^luet^it to follow thv 
inspirational ordure of Gauleiter UHOHE* The result has been conflict, and 
tales have been legion of SS men forcing people out at the point of a tfun, 
of SA men dragging kicking women by the hair out of evacuation trucks, of 
soldiers fighting for or against the civilian population (according to their 
personal views of evacuation, for the most part)* 

Tho outcome has been, in most cases to date, at least partial failure of 
evacuation. There has even been unconfirmed report that in the town of 
GAliGELT . near the Dutch border, the failure of evacuation was ebCtfieic* The 
Party is cognisant of, and clearly concerned about, its failure no- ju-t. 1;' to 
cope with the situation* Its solution seams to be the forced evrxuation of 
surplus population in areas behind the lines b-.fn^ th.:;/ are directly 
threatened by the Allied advance. This surxiary duscri 1 . .u last mek tht first 
such order in Western Gcrnatiy, issued at EL-SEN. The National Zeitunfl for 
GELSEKKIRC1EN indicates preparation for a similar order in that town* The 
paper writes (23 November) that "it cannot be tolerated any longer" that woman 
and children should crowd workers out of shelters and "the authorities have 
decided to clear the town" of all non-workers . In apite of this decision,, 
however, the authorities did not order .vacuatioru Non-workers wtru " advised 
not to wait till compulsory measure are taken", but, to take advantage of the 
"twenty extra trains* with luggage vane" scheduled to 1-jave Li the next week* 
However, if there were extra' trains to take evacuees out, those same trains 
could bring in enough food and supplies to peri.dt then to remain where they are* 
The Party's hesitation to order compulsory evacuation is pro>>ably based, in 
consideration of the powerful resistant fuctors, ucpcwa doubt of its ability 
to make the order stick, plus tioubt of just what exactly itfttld bo gained if 
it did succeed in evacuating; the a^oo, fetss itif&m* ^ taacn with chilorcn* 
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An illustration of evacuation a if ficultics, which throws additional li£ht 
on the Jaarkod hostility . toircrd th: kruy W&Bft civilians in Tfoutcrn ^rmany, 
comes £roh\ flGLNQJN (near fyjI.fi3H3CHFJJ) # It is reported tnat evacuation of thai 
town was enforced by a XuftvfaiYe ground unit acting in eoopc ration with an 
cx-lfcyor of a neighboring town, Wh:thor t*ic- uidu acUd upon its own initiative 
or upon request fron th- civil authority Is riot clear* The turty obviously 
wae reaponsible for the order, but it was the uniform d solder Wbco tho 
civilian felt pushing him about t '£ic Qborleutnant who coUFaiidod the unit is 
sale to have threatens-d to Lhoo;t hosta^-s Lad Xo b&Vtf allowed cadi soldier 
'jj los ( of loot, including itimu tak~n off th* f~ct tft civilians. Although sue: 
an incident must oc considered very unusual if tma, it dGOS tally with 
numerous civilian accounts of looting and "jwinishnesg 11 on the part of military 
personnel and .Indicates thg basis of the fairly' - widespread reaction against the 

ESSEN continues its loud protest against the failure + of tho Reich 
authorities to proviso adequate post>-raid assistance* The subject 1 this time is 
shortage of notor transport and fu--l, ane the tond adopted by the K-itional 
Zeitunr: has a "radical Naai" flavor, which my b; part of the proscnt campaign 
to re-cmphasiso tho "..ocialist" aspect of the NS program for the benefit of 
industrial workers in the 7>.st t It is claim. d that tho fuel allocation based 
on pre-war consumption is unfair, because ESSI2R as a workers 1 town had 
relatively few actor vehicles. This is responsible for tho shorty of 
essential foods, Tho fact that the n^w local Traffic Gonads sioner is slab the 
local Roiehsbahn" President will not Mlp the town get needed vehicles, which 
alone iam "find th^ir way tlirou#h tht rubble". On- the other hand, the paper 
cl-ius, the leiddli^clasa merchant seems to htvo no trouble - one notices Many 
trucks transporting boer instead of bricks, 

A German officer P/W who visited BIELEFELD arid KOBLENZ during November 
described them both as ghost town*, a3a**t completely destroyed. In BIELEFELD, 
hia hffiti ic'iLi, the main railroad station has been knocked out, there- are no 
brieves, theaters, or hotels electricity i# not available at a_i_ T ; water is 
secured from hydrants * Everything is a shambles and tiw? people ix^tbc .-i££E2S£ 
indiser i- Jnat ely t And yet large portions of the population still reuain, 
Living and trading in oellare* In KCOLEtfZ, except that so^ 'bridges are 
bolidvod to be still otjiiKlirtg and iaoro of tho population has left, people ar* 
in identical straits. 

From the Southern sector of the Tiernan combat zone comes fairly impressive 
evidence of applied '^corchst>-carth" and I 1 last-ditch 11 fcaefciefi From 3 T ^ Army 
comes a report of Yolks s turn £roupa, wcarin,; rod 6£k3 yellow armbands, 
encountered in house-to-house CighaUag ill SA*RUUTEIuJ. Itarfi^ the retreat 
through this sone, the Wehrmacht is said to have burned a snail built-up area at 
part of its- delaying action* An int ;lli -xnce summary from 6 A»Cr» (26 November) 
reports "definite indications that systematic destructions have been ordured 
and carried out in the GEIlARDfcEa area. It is not known, as yet, whether tho 
orders emanated from Divisional ' Cotueandors or from higher echelons". These 
incidents constitute the first serious application of formerly much-advsrtisod 
Nazi plans to make every city a Stalingrad i - It may well be that the Party 
wishes to tost the effectiveness of a scorched-earth policy hero before 
applying' it to ritore highly-indus trial! zed and densely-populated areas, 

(2) The Interior 

From an excellent so>irc: ^Ote&i corifimntinn of earlier evidence that 
Hitler* s Children -ore not all doeilt little Hasls, Li one aircraft factory 
{WSSSCetJiB) staffed by 350 apprentices, Hit_ler.1u/;end Eoembers, it was 

impossible to maintain "proper MS difl^pillSC 1 * ( liorality was practically 
non-exiKtont. The youngsters stole with compl-jte abandon - even opening 
"government mail and removing; all contcnta of valut;- Their Sttcual appetites 
Beamed abnornial to a lluzi oiTicial who bold a mipcrvisorj position over them* 
His objection was. perhaps lees to the affiorality than to its lack of proper 
orgitniavation, for this anarddc irreapon^-ibility frequently took the fom of 
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pqUti^^indisciplinc^', Th- tjfficir.1 conplains that windows were for vor 
b.iiVT chsOked up uith eiogdM liku "Lai Stalin 1" and tf tlp with Bolivian J", 

Ihe same tendency is pjw^ib& in the Youth novuacnt called *Edolwci$s- 
Piraten nsti a imtfrar oppositional rjroups,. The uavctt^k aee,3n to have drawn its 
inspiration lar^y froa the rootle lor*, of Karl Hay and iweriqan V."ild Rest 
stories, aud in the be ^inninc dototed Itself lai\:^ly to the roraantlc tradition 
of WandirftJirQ which Q^sxam youth is heir to (rocall, lajftti euwiLeUon, the 
lines of the favorite aon& of the oilier 1 s apprentice "Ut.q 7/nv.krn 1st due 
Nullora Lust ■ Das nufjee oin schlechtur Jiu.XUr ruin, du:i nlamals jEUI das 
T "' Jldcrn sin")** This attracted bb unfavorable attention of the P^rty^ which 
frqTOed upon 1J the wild cmplixg and hiking of juvenile outside the? HJ M , and 
insisted that "special importance ii^st be attached to tiu supervision of 
associations of juveniles under 16 in clique:? T \ forty caution wan indeed 
justified in thin case, for recently these ^cups have taken a slightly »re 
serious political turn* Although the numerous tales of Ed-jlwcisa sabotage and 
atrcfctp-fi iits ana aTjmd groups itmst be heavily discounts,, j&eri is no reason to 
doubt that sp such incidents have occurred, She ^oat^r iangtr to the Party 
is that this primitive anarchisrt, expressed in uuish fur.is as desertion from 
trenched ic^in^, underlines the habit ©f automatic obedience widen is fundamental 
to th£L morale structure of the haasi state, A Party Oranci-ry oraer ( S o^t-rib^r) 
takes cognisance of this situation in a report on one 3fouth Labor Camp ifeoes 
members ,T no longer cojifom to our conception -f what is Leant by faith" • 
On thu basis of present inf oration it is not clear what use those gfcpupa may 
have for the Allies, In sane areas the leader ship reported to be Communist; 
in others fcUe daciinario torn- is sot by fomier Catholic Youth leaders. It is 
highly probable that the Basis have alreaq; T bojun to ini'Htrau- their OWS agents 
attOGg these groups, in the absence of convincing cyi'j^uca, final Juagm r.t 
should be suspended until the fall, or io:in*.iit fall, of COJUXa^E or DU^SELDOHF, 
two cities which seal to be centers of the movement in r .- T ~st^rn (r^many, (See 
Pi'..\E, special report on "Edelweiss" of 4 Decentber)* 

Tht problen of foreign workers is again an extremely complex dile^sua for 
which tht> Nazis have found no completely s& fcisf act oiy nSolutlyn. The position 
at present dictates an attitude of dignified benuvol^nce toward the foreign 
workers. Orders have boon issued injtructliuc the populetion on hew to conduct 
itself tr pront rl^' 11 i:i relation to the foreigners. But this- do^s not anower the 
basic problerA, wbidi appears isrot emphatically wherever Aij-i-^ trqopd approach* 
Here the problen of haw to Gjfitke Tull u^u uf luancowtr ia coiHplicatd-d by the 
fear that tlu& foreign workers 77111 slov. ooto, sabotage, create disttirbances, or 
taice off for our lints. In sqilo cas-^s, as our troops cry?.v nuar^r, th« Q&noanfl 
have tried to keep the workers content by adding an occasional bit of riiarmalade 
and mrgerine to the fxja^er ol-t, particularly of Russian laborers* Taz lack of 
subtlety Ilj said to have provoked niuch laughter, auo in the end the workers 
havu t-j.k'-. r L u**f ru^cvj v/^un the opportunAtgr presented itsejf. In (QO&t cases, 
therefore, the Party has been forced to order priority evacuation for foreign 
work- re u'-'i' 1 ^-i-t'-.ils see special report of ? t FT*, 12 4 Deceraber)* This 
has reduced the Llreac^ 1 inaaequate evacuation faculties available for the 
indigenous population and has deprived the ReioJi of eui jUiportai^t source of 
manpower in places 'rfhere it was badly needed, 

Nazi pressure upon the Office re Corps continues, as in the paatj to 
encourage speculr.tion fbout 'T^ro will It all lead ? ir The Party reveal jd this 
week that it is releasing equipment frou its cvm storo^; for Iho Volkssturcri, but 
apparently not for the Arnr/. This nust be regarded as a serious him to unit 
coj ; -i.iandt=rs, "tfho have be^n short all types of eSiiential equlpfssnt for nonths* 
The failure of supplies Ji^s led to unauthorised lootinr, requisition and 
purchase ay officers and Esfiift in Reich territory ♦ In tbaifo nireiLT.^tancss iirmy 
officers are likely to take a dim viv.w of special Part;, supplies for the VS, 
and considerable credence attaches to storier tliat officers been actively 

diverting supplies (particularly ams and aracrunition) intended for the VS to 
their own use* Ov*.rt pressure on oificers proffer timi? senlces, and the 
svrvices of their wives, to the Party iiu^tJU. t^ai thost- wlio fail to co.^pij' 



^ >»The miller's lad bursts with wanderlust . Ke'd be a sorry sort indeed 
never to have fc-lt the wanderlust". 



will be held suspect. It is not ftltogdtber ctjrtfdfl that such pressure will 
errata a warrar f^ellnn toward the Party t-,cn v recalcitrant officers* 



The nain tfesi propaganda offorto iiujic&t^ that the following current* of 
feeling ara steOftg aajn? the civilian jjttpulstiuri by n^itlm^ Lttvi.iet3 to 
disprove (a) th*.t the ^n t ;ol invasion and other grc^t c-.t-iPtrophes of the 
past are "e^jaOl hgr comparison" wit-* ths "bonb terror" and loasee tt the 
fronts {h) tiiat the question "la it all vorth wMlc ? n is now too iusisUnt 
to ba silenced Ly attrl'^ut^ "it to energy propaganda (c) tk'.t feelings of 
"guilt « (and specifically of Nasi rar-.mlLj are justified by the facts. A 
special effort is Lein * to prav^fit fete "alienation o£ workers from the 
Party , nainly in the !fe&% by stressing the Socialist" iXc or the NS 
pr^rau, It is also clear that nsr,powsr difficulties and the oil shortage 
are subjects of cauaon josaip, though not of official propaganda. 
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PART II - Wehraacht Mora la 



I* St Iff heais tan c e 

Morale reports of uerman tro-am captured in t3ie Iielfort- 
1 Ulhauscn drive by the Jiret rrench A ray indicate, on *3te "ban la 
of the examination of several thousand ^.rw, tJiat in pmotioally 
every instance, the German d fottjg^ fir long as roeis to.no a wae 
physically po^BiblQ. Thsi-e uro^ practically desertions., , accord- 
ing to Divisional 0*33 r^porta. Only one cate M found whore a 
unit aurrounded by the Trench gswS up aftsv h-ving been told of 
the situation "by a S/lf 8©»t bv.ck to the G^raan pocket as an smise- 
aiy. 

Then ordered to launch 1^9 main counter- attack designed to 
sevor Pronch corr^iuiica tianfc , they did so without ever cmastioninp 
the order , for faith in the " tAiehruiir" urae strong. In fact, moat 
of the nenand officers interrogated fi^lt tljat the German counter- 
attack w&e wall planned* 

mnj of these T's/\V stated that they nov; roraisjd that their 
effort?: Vcre in vain -and that they would not have fought with 
such determination, had they "boon &'7are of the overwhelming euper 
lority of Allied ecuipnerit. 7h3 circumstances of capture reveal 
the effects of Allied superiority of material. ]?fi/^ confessed tha 
no matter ho;7 often tlisy may have heard about Allied strength, 
thev nevar believed it until thoy for tliem elves, jt£ on other 
see tore of the front, thay were particularly impressed by the 
number of tanfe employed and the concentrated jpov/er of artillery 
fire. (It 1b not unlikely that tlieae Herman troops believed the 
tfpeaeft unitB facing thei* v/ould not he aa heavily armed a© British 
and American units*) 

This ^neral tone of ti tiff or morale ifj reported from other 
eectors, The 12th A.r-, , states that a "higher proportion 




ultimately .. 

Division und the 10 SG liiviuion are tv/o ca^ea in point. Despite 
the heavy lostsea incurred by both units, tiwir morale le unusuall 
high, Bfctie is partly due to tine fact t;jat these uwiw ccr.tiin 
raany seasoned troope who refuse to adnit defeat* Few complaints 
about ehortai;ou of food, clothing or airf-iuiii *ion were encountered, 

2 . Trained jgggi .©^ £S_^I^m em^^a * 

The abilitv of the vehrroacht to maintain ite fighting effecL 
iveness xes Been, in one roepect, in the continued functioning 
of the feffen SS training prarram for new rucruiU. Leapito the 
fm% that an important doctor of Garraa youth r.re die at fee ted, 
production of fanatical ^affem S3 replacements up to a recent 
date i~ reported. 

The training program, according to a Canadian intelligence 
Report, begin* 7?itli a ceriea of pu*p t-l'c; by vataran Mr. ton SS 
fikt^-L to mem-ber?. of the Jtitler -outh, aftar 7/hic h tncy were 
civon m opportunity to voluiitH., r . W: 9 y vrcre told that every 
Hitler boy vho clali.-is to be faithful to hie JPuuhrer and father- 
Snd SoSS naturally G i £ n. After or^thr^.yee-. th.y were 
called up not for militOJCy E^rvic 3 but i or patrol, duti^ a. ter 
tlri in the .treats of " tli to^l in tJhieh MM ^*|«fj| ii 

S thfage of 171A thoy ^ introduca. into miliary training 
in an atloephere iThich more a _itl,r Youth one tha J J milit- 
ary one, m contact with civilians wl-.s allo.v.a. j j r Jj« JJJ; 
liminary course they joined a re-ular JaLfen b:. wit ml rec^ivm 
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their final military training Including manoeuvres up to the 
regimental scale and many route -itarchoa with heuvy p^cks. 

Political Indoctrination was a a thorough as military 
training. Two or throe times per weok indoctrination meetings 
were held. The young S£ man wo a trained also to speik in 
public and to enable him to do ao f he had to address the men 
of hia squad or platoon on political subjects. Aa a result, 
such recruitment and training produced young soldiery who 
believe unvmverlngly in Hitler and victory *md who f 1 ;ht with 
great determination. 

3 * Looting and Plundering: 

Captured orders and at 'it cme.it a by Fs/tt clearly establish 
that looting and plundering by Qorikin c old lor a have become a 
problem of concern to German divisional and hi^cr commanders. 
The fact that the battle lint h.*s be«n on Gemaun soil for some 
tLne has hardly affected the situation. Moreover, ox r leers 
frequently seem to have failed to tako steps to prevent their 
men from looting and even at tinea thorns el ve a Indulged in auch 
practices. Field Marshal Kuitcl took cognlzancu of Lhe situa- 
tion In a statement quoted by an ordor of the 569 Volks Gr_- 
nadier i>i vision, dated 16 November 1944, in which ha says 
that " superior ofiice&s fur fra.i interf or Ing, themselves took 
part in these outrages." The purely uilUi.ry basis for oppo- 
sition is seen In the reasons ^iven for condemning lootings 
(1) It remove a ^ooda needed for war, (2) it. undnrmtnes disci- 
pline, (3) it shatters confidence of the people in the Ar.iy. 

Aa a result, elaborate rules have boon Issued to prevent 
looting, Including in some unit a imposition of the death penalty 
For example, one captured ordor announced that all unit leaders 
will search through the quarters and ba^a^e of their men of 
all ranks for plundered article, particularly in the cases of 
those returning fron lbave or official trips. Men suspected 
of dishonest acqulaitians will be court-martialed. Troops are t. 
be instructed once a .aonth that the penalty for plundering will 
be death. "The present condition of soldiers entering every 
house and taking the articles left behind which are not nailed 
down, has to be stopped immediately, r ' 

In this connection, the absence of a scorched earth 
policy continues In general except for certain military installa- 
tions. The HI^ Command and the Jiazia both seem reluctant 
to undertake the responsibility for uain^ *uch defenai 
□urua. Howevar, definite indications are reported of systematic, 
destruction buing ordered and c urried out in thu Gurardmar area 
on thti First French Army Front. It Is not known aa yut whether 
the orders emanated from divisional commanders or higher 
echelons. On the other hand, an interesting document was cap- 
tured, signed by General Kniess, Convnnnfltng 35th Army Corps 
(Belfort area) and distributed during the beginning of November. 
In the course of this, Knless says? n Th^ French population 
must be shown by our conduct that although we are In our sixth 
year of war, the German soldier doea not harm clvllinn Uvea 
or property, ",..We must leave to the civilian population, 
whose help Is still indisp&nslble to us, all food reserves 
availaole., , B The General's overpowering scldiorly pride in even 
the retreat la seen in the statement 1T tho poorer we wgm M the more 
we want to fljht properly and not like pick-pockets." 

4* Gauges for Dossrtlon: 

The continued depressing sfftcta caused by the hardahlpa 
of frontline duty and the dim hope of victory seems to have 
failed to increase active desertions to any gr..at extent. As in 
the past, seen© strong longstanding Ideological or personal rea- 
son for opposing Nuslttn is needed to induce a soldier to face the 



risks involved in deserting. (Conscript soldiers and Austrian^ are 
more prone to accept these risks,) The defeatist soldier, v/ho is 
just fed up witli thy whole -business, fails to find the strength to 
desert, vfliile his soldier*s oath is of some importance , mora sig- 
nificant is his Ginrplc feeling of loyalty to othor Germans. The 
danger of crossing the battleground, the elaborate system of Gemai 
controls, and the fear of reprisals againat hits family, make the 
tack zeam to him all but impossible. 

Officer desertions until recently were almost unknown in the 
German lie cent ly some cases liavo been reported, Among senior 

1700*8 the reluctance to desert is hardly lesa strong than nnong 
officers, A strong sense of responsibility for tlie welfare of the 
men directly under their CQUEiand does, however, weigh heavily 
on these men. As a result, cases continue to occur where jjCO's 
took the initiative to save their men from carrying out pointless 
orders by loading then into active desert ion. 

Desertion by the ordinary soldier is often the result of clev 
tricks, groat imagination and ingenuity. Soldiers desert while on 
furlough* Those who reside in towns near the combat zone return to 
their to hide in civilian clothes and await the arrival of 

Allied troot>a. Desertions from hospitals are reported. Other pop- 
ular techniques includes volunteering for patrol, catting lost on 
purpose, remaining behind during a retreat etc. But the colourful- 
ness of the individual stories of desertion should not lead to any 
overstatement of their frequency, 

Heports of undetermined reliability speak of the desertion 
inward toward the centre of Germany where deserters live under- 
ground in cities. Cologne is said to be a centre of such activity. 
One source even claims that the SEKLT®3GSB ia this city is protect- 
ing and assisting deserters. It is likely that such activities 
are extremely limited and of no real consequence. Desertion to 
his home town, where the soldier has his personal contacts, seems 
more likely to be expected. 

5 * Vo lkssturm_._ 

Little evidence has been received on actual Volkssturm fight- 
ing Eince the battle ■■ttf, Volkrsturm men have been encountered 
in the attack on Snarlautern. A f/W reports units of the Volkaetm 
as hairing been seen in the forest east of Dftrstt where they were 
organised on a regimental basis, with SS and GA personnel £s 
officere, (This had previously been reported on the Eastern Front. 
Captured documents from the offices of the Baai Party at Strasbou; 
throw some light on the organization of the Volkssturm in that 
area. Two Kreisstabsf uehrer reported to the Gauleiter, Deutsche r 
yolks? turn Gaufuehxungestab, Btrasbourgj on the formation of Volk. 
stum Battalions in their districts (Villingen and westheimj * Botl 
battalions numbered about 400 each, made up of 3 companies. Each 
company #as dram from one or several Ortsgruppen. ihe ^taat- ana 
Landwacht of the district villingen were aVsoroed by the Volks- 
sturm, One company was equipped as a ski company. 

The general feeling of the ueelessness of the Vc Iks stum as 
a military force still continues among nearly all captured Ps/V 
except the most fanatic STazia. There is no evidence to indicate 
that these last ditch tactics have generated in the minde of most 
German soldiers any new antagonism against the ITazi party. It is 
received as another defense measure which was to be expected, but 
which will produce few military results. Allied claiins that tnj 
formation of the Volkssturm is a device for 4xt ending Nazi Party 
control over an important part of tho civilian popula tiondo not 
seen to have occurred to the ordinary soldier. The thought that 
Volksstunz will strengthen the Saai Party's hold over the home - 
front and thereby prolong the war, i? -lmost completely absent. 
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